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KARDINYA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION — ROAD SAFETY ISSUES 
Grievance 

MR M.H. TAYLOR (Bateman) [9.35 am]: I raise this grievance with the Minister for Transport on behalf of 
the Kardinya Residents Association. On 4 November I attended one of its meetings for the first time and I was 
very impressed with the group. It is chaired by Professor Philip Jennings, who, coincidentally, I did some work 
with at the Sustainability Centre at Shenton Park when I represented CSIRO and he represented Murdoch 
University. He is someone I have a great deal of respect for as he is a very intelligent and caring man. I was quite 
impressed by the level of knowledge that the Kardinya Residents Association members have of Kardinya. In 
fact, one of them, David, has written a very comprehensive book on the history of Kardinya which is well worth 
a read. The members actually know the suburb almost down to individual houses. At that meeting, I offered to 
represent the association’s interests. We had a discussion and members followed that up with a letter that raises 
three areas of interest associated in some way with South Street. The first issue raised was a guardrail on the 
corner of North Lake Road and South Street. It is the south west corner of the Kardinya Park Shopping Centre 
and only a couple of kilometres from my house. In fact, I park in the car park underneath quite regularly. There 
is a seven-metre limestone retaining wall over which a couple of cars have recently fallen, so it is a danger to not 
only drivers, but also people who park in the shopping centre car park below. I quote from the letter sent to me 
about this — 

Road Safety at the corner of North Lake Road and South Street: We have been trying for some 
time to persuade Main Roads to install a guard rail at this intersection in order to prevent vehicles from 
falling 7 metres from South Street into the Kardinya Shopping Centre car park. This has occurred on 
two occasions in recent years and caused considerable property damage and could easily have caused 
serious injury to the drivers and shoppers below. On 3 April 2013 Main Roads advised that this work 
would be completed prior to December 2013. There is no sign of it yet. 

The Kardinya Residents Association also wrote to Main Roads, and Professor Jennings received correspondence 
in reply that states — 

I refer to your most recent letter dated 12 March 2013 in which you request information on the timing 
of the installation of the proposed guard rail at this location. 

I can advise that the design work referred to in previous correspondence is progressing and a 
preliminary design has been prepared. 

There is no funding available this financial year for any construction works but funding has been set 
aside in the 2013–14 financial year. Works are expected to be completed prior to December 2013. Main 
Roads is continuing to liaise with the Shopping Centre owners and the City of Melville to finalise this 
matter. 

On behalf of the residents association, I would like the minister to provide an update on the progress of that 
issue. The second issue raised is the Gilbertson Road–South Street intersection which is only a few hundred 
metres down the road towards the freeway from the previously discussed intersection. There is a Chicken Treat 
on one corner and on the adjacent corner a BP service station. It is between Murdoch University and North Lake 
Road. The association’s letter states — 

Residents have been concerned for some time that it is very dangerous to turn right from Gilbertson 
Road into South Street because trucks and buses obscure the vision of motorists and they cannot see 
when it is safe to make a right turn. This situation is worsening due to the build up of traffic on 
Gilbertson Road as many motorists are now using this route to exit the Kardinya Shopping Centre. 
Main Roads has agreed to modify the lights at this intersection to provide a right turn arrow but no 
timeline has been given. Residents are concerned that Main Roads only plans to provide a right turn 
arrow on the northern side of the intersection, while right turns are also hazardous from the southern 
side because of buses and trucks exiting the Shopping Centre. Could you please try to have right turn 
arrows installed on both sides of Gilbertson Road and as soon as possible? 

There was also a response from Main Roads on that issue, which states — 

Thank you for your letter ... 

As you may be aware, Gilbertson Road is a local road under the care and control of the City of Melville 
… 

… I am pleased to advise that Main Roads has recently given ‘Agreement in Principle’ to install right 
turn arrows on the northern approach of Gilbertson Road and replace the exclusive pedestrian phase 
with parallel walks at the existing traffic control at the intersection of South Street and Gilbertson Road. 
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During the meeting, the residents also suggested that another option might be to have a similar sort of phasing as 
occurs at the North Lake Road and South Street intersection, where the traffic on North Lake Road heading 
south has priority; it is a full green light with a red light for northbound traffic. Then it stops, allowing the 
northbound traffic to get a green light, and the southbound traffic stops. It was suggested that might be a good 
alternative solution for that intersection to avoid the hazards that are occurring there as previously discussed. Can 
the minister please provide an update on whether there is a right-hand arrow turn from Gilbertson Road 
northbound, and also whether Main Roads have considered a similar phasing to what occurs currently at the 
North Lake Road and South Street intersection? 

The third and final issue that the residents raised was bus stops on South Street. Three bus stops west of the new 
Murdoch Drive–South Street intersection are regularly used by Murdoch University students and stop buses for 
long periods. Since the Murdoch Specialised Activity Centre got underway, a great increase in traffic has 
resulted there. The residents are asking whether those bus stops could be recessed into the extensive verge at 
Murdoch University so that the buses can pull out of the traffic to allow large volumes to pass before they re-
enter. I tend to think this is a good idea because the problem that they cause stopping in one of the three lanes is 
greater than the problem of getting back onto South Street into the traffic flow. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.42 am]: I thank the member for Bateman for 
raising these three issues on behalf of his residents, in particular, the members of the Kardinya Residents 
Association. As a resident of a town in the south west I am very familiar with those particular intersections; 
namely, the South Street and North Lake Road intersection, because for many years that is how I used to come 
up to Perth. I would come up Stock Road, nip across the back of Adventure World, do a bit of rat-running—as is 
the term—and I would end up at that intersection, turn right, go down South Street, through Gilbertson Road, up 
past Murdoch University onto the freeway and into the city. I have seen that many times over the years. In 
relation to the particular issues the member has raised, the safety barriers on what would be the north-eastern 
corner — 

Mr M.H. Taylor: The south-western corner—of the intersection? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, the north-eastern corner of the intersection. 

Mr M.H. Taylor interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Phew, you nearly got me! The member is right. We hope to have that barrier in by the end 
of 2013. The advice I had from Main Roads is that, as the design work started, it was discovered that 
unfortunately there were a lot more services in that area. I am assuming that would refer to power, water, cabling 
for the lights and the like. That will take about another six months to get those safety barriers put in. However, 
Main Roads intends to have the work undertaken in the first half of 2014. There has been a little delay while it 
deals with some unanticipated issues around the location of servicing. The member for Bateman may or may not 
be familiar with where Main Roads intends to put the barriers but I have a little map that I will leave with him. 
From my reading of the map, these barriers extend a significant distance down North Lake Road and a 
significant distance down South Street, including around the corner. As I understand it, there is a two or three-
metre drop down into the car park. Hopefully, that issue will be dealt with in the near future. It is also to be 
hoped that the City of Melville finds the capacity to fund a portion of the works. We will do it anyway; we will 
chase the money up in due course from the City of Melville. 

In relation to the member’s question about the intersection at Gilbertson Road and South Street, I do not have 
detailed advice on how the phasing of those lights has been changed. I have to get that for the member. I do 
know that it is changing. The turn of phrase I have here is, “upgrading the signals to LED”. That is what they do 
now with traffic lights. Main Roads will install right-turn arrows without a filter on both legs of Gilbertson Road. 
I think that addresses the issue the member raised. I am assuming that “without a filter” has some technical 
meaning that has gone right over my head. I will find out and let the member know. The issue is that this is a 
City of Melville project that Main Roads gives approval to. Generally, if a local government wants to change a 
traffic light, it does the work, which is appropriate, and it then goes to Main Roads for approval. Therefore, the 
City of Melville comes to Main Roads. The City of Melville applied for federal black spot funding in 2013–14 
because it needed some money to upgrade the cabling to the intersection. The cabling to the lights of the 
intersection is not of a high enough capacity to deal with the light phasing that is required. It is about $150 000. I 
note here that the City of Melville applied for national black spot funding in 2013–14, but did not get it. It 
applied again as part of the 2014–15 round, and Main Roads will be recommending it as one of the projects to be 
funded. I will keep liaising with the member for Bateman. If this project misses out on black spot program 
funding, we will fund that project from our metropolitan intersections funding pool. These funds come from 
people who get caught speeding or going through red lights. That will help us fund that through the road trauma 
trust fund. One way or another, the undertaking I can give the member today, that he can take back to the 
residents’ association, is that that pool will provide some funding for that upgrade to happen. The preferred 
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outcome is that 2014–15 black spot national funding will be notified, I assume, in the first half of 2014. The City 
of Melville can then get on to do the works. If it dips out, we will step up and make sure the work is done. It will 
give some relief to the Kardinya Residents Association. 

I turn now to the last matter. The member is right—those bus stops along the front of Murdoch University are 
very busy. The Public Transport Authority has advised me that, had there not been some recent changes to bus 
routing around Murdoch University, it would definitely have undertaken what the residents have asked. I am not 
saying the PTA will not do it, but I will explain in a second why we need to have another look at it. Two of the 
busiest buses that deliver students and others to Murdoch University—is it the circle route bus? 

Mr M.H. Taylor: Yes. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is the link bus that runs down to the train station. This is my advice. Since the 
completion of Barry Marshall Parade, the one that runs past Fiona Stanley Hospital, those buses now deliver 
students and others to Murdoch University via Discovery Way. Those buses have been moved. I am still happy 
to consider what we do on South Street, but it would be good to get an understanding of what has happened and 
what will happen following the re-routing of those buses. If that means there is still an issue out the front, I am 
happy to have a look at it. If it means that there is not an issue out the front, we probably do not need to look at. 
We can work through that. The member can certainly provide me with advice over the next six months from the 
residents association. If the view generally is still that it needs to happen, I do not think we will do it for all three 
matters, but certainly we will do it for the one that has the highest level of patrons. The member is right; there is 
a great big grass verge outside of Murdoch University. I cannot imagine it would be that difficult to provide a 
way to pull buses off. It is exactly the same issue that we have on the Canning Highway, in the member for 
Alfred Cove’s electorate, with buses stopping on the highway blocking all the traffic and making it hard for other 
road users. I apologise to the residents association for the approximately six months’ delay in the installation of 
the safety barriers; that will be happening. It is good news around the Gilbertson Road intersection. Hopefully 
that re-phasing will assist. We will maintain a watching brief over South Street outside of Murdoch University. 
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